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JITTERS

 FCA completely sold out of 707-hp 
 Dodge SRT Hellcat Challenger 

 and Charger models with 
 zero spiffs.

CAFE
Automakers nervous as muscle cars and CUV sales soar while 

hybrids and EVs languish.  •   BY DREW WINTER  •  dwinter@wardsauto.com

“THE DOGS AREN’T EATING THE DOG FOOD” 
is a “Mad Men”-era saying that sums up 
the frustration marketers feel when con-
sumers do not behave as expected.

California may be drying up and calling 
for another 40% reduction in greenhouse 
gases by 2030. But thanks to low gas 
prices, consumers are buying cars like 

it’s 1999, shunning fuel-efficient small 
cars and hybrid-electric vehicles for 
SUVs, CUVs and old-school muscle cars.

That exasperation was clear at the 
recent SAE World Congress, where pow-
ertrain engineers worried major technical 
advances in fuel economy and emissions 
would be nullified by lack of consumer 


